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AGENDA 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

201 North Broadway 

City Hall Council Chambers 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

August 28, 2018 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 
 
B. FLAG SALUTE 
 
C. ROLL CALL:  
 
D. MINUTES: 07/10/18 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 The Brown Act provides an opportunity for members of the public to directly address the Planning Commission on any item of interest 

to the public before or during the Planning Commission's consideration of the item.  If you wish to speak regarding an agenda item, 
please fill out a speaker's slip and give it to the minutes clerk who will forward it to the chairman. 

 
Electronic Media:  Electronic media which members of the public wish to be used during any public comment period should be 
submitted to the Planning Division at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at which it is to be shown. 
 
The electronic media will be subject to a virus scan and must be compatible with the City’s existing system.  The media must be 
labeled with the name of the speaker, the comment period during which the media is to be played and contact information for the 
person presenting the media. 
 
The time necessary to present any electronic media is considered part of the maximum time limit provided to speakers.  City staff will 
queue the electronic information when the public member is called upon to speak.  Materials shown to the Commission during the 
meeting are part of the public record and may be retained by the City. 
 
The City of Escondido is not responsible for the content of any material presented, and the presentation and content of electronic 
media shall be subject to the same responsibilities regarding decorum and presentation as are applicable to live presentations. 

 
 If you wish to speak concerning an item not on the agenda, you may do so under "Oral Communications" which is listed at the 

beginning and end of the agenda.  All persons addressing the Planning Commission are asked to state their names for the public 
record. 
 
Availability of supplemental materials after agenda posting:  any supplemental writings or documents provided to the Planning 
Commission regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the Planning Division located at 201 N. 
Broadway during normal business hours, or in the Council Chambers while the meeting is in session. 

 
 The City of Escondido recognizes its obligation to provide equal access to public services for individuals with disabilities.  Please 

contact the A.D.A. Coordinator, (760) 839-4643 with any requests for reasonable accommodation at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
The Planning Division is the coordinating division for the Planning Commission. 

For information, call (760) 839-4671.
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E. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Written Communications can have no action, and will be referred to 

the staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
1. Future Neighborhood Meetings 
 
 
F. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Oral Communications can have no action, and may be referred to 

the staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
 This is the opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on any item of business 

within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
 
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 Please try to limit your testimony to 2-5 minutes. 
 

 
H. CURRENT BUSINESS: 
 
 Note:  Current Business items are those which under state law and local ordinances do not require 

either public notice or public hearings. Public comments will be limited to a maximum time of three 
minutes per person. 

 
1. Review of the Climate Action Plan (PHG 18-0009) – status update 

 
 
I. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 "Under State law, all items under Oral Communications can have no action and may be referred to 

staff for administrative action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda." 
 
 This is the opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on any item of business 

within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
 
 
J. PLANNING COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
K. ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF ESCONDIDO 

 
 

ACTION MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ESCONDIDO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
July 10, 2018 

 
 
The meeting of the Escondido Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

by Chairman Spann, in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway, Escondido, 

California.  

  

Commissioners present: James Spann, Chairman; Don Romo, Vice-chairman; 

Michael Cohen, Commissioner; Joe Garcia, Commissioner; James McNair, 

Commissioner; Mark Watson, Commissioner; and Stan Weiler, Commissioner.  

  

Commissioners absent:  None. 

 

Staff present: Bill Martin, Director of Community Development; Mike Strong, 

Assistant Planning Director; Owen Tunnell, Principal Engineer; Adam Phillips, 

Deputy City Attorney; and Kirsten Peraino, Minutes Clerk. 

 

MINUTES:  

 

Moved by Commissioner Weiler, seconded by Commissioner Cohen, to approve the 

minutes of the June 26, 2018, meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  (7-0-0) 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None.   

 

FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS – Announcement of a July 30, 2018 

Climate Action Plan workshop.  

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

 

1. MODIFICATION TO A MASTER AND PRECISE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

– ARCO AM/PM – PHG 17-0005: 
 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  A modification to a Master and Precise Development 

Plan for ARCO AM/PM to install eight vacuum stalls with a canopy/shade structure 

and a masonry retaining/screen wall along the northern portion of the project site.  

The vacuum equipment would be located within a separate 186 SF equipment 

building designed to match the architecture of the convenience store and car wash.  

The project also includes a 310 SF expansion to the storage building located 

behind the existing convenience store; installation of an approximately 499-gallon 

propane tank; relocation of the trash enclosure and air/water station, installation of 

four new parking spaces, and landscape improvements.  The eucalyptus trees 

located towards the northeastern corner of the site would be removed and replaced 

with new specimen-sized trees.  Grading to support the new stalls and 

retaining/screen wall would require a variety of construction equipment to remove 

the existing granite rocks, which may necessitate drilling, blasting or other 

alternative rock breaking/removal methods. 

 

LOCATION: 450 W. El Norte Parkway (APN 226-201-23) 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 

MOTION AND ACTION:  

Moved by Chairman Spann, seconded by Commissioner Weiler, to approve staff’s 

recommendation. Motion carried. Ayes: Weiler, Cohen, Romo, Spann, and Garcia. 

Noes:  None. Commissioner Watson recused himself. (6-0-0).  
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CURRENT BUSINESS:   

 

 

1. CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (CAP) – STATUS UPDATE – PHG 18-0009: 
 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Review of the CAP update work program – status update 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Receive report and presentation.  No action is required at  

this time except to provide direction to staff as appropriate. 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  None.  

 

COMMISSIONERS:   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Chair Spann adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. The scheduled meeting on 

July 24, 2018 has been cancelled.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held 

on August 14, 2018, at 7:00 p.in the City Council Chambers, 201 North Broadway 

Escondido, California.  

 

 

 

_______________________________  ___________________________ 

Mike Strong, Secretary to the Planning   Kirsten Peraino, Minutes Clerk 

Commission 

 



 

- 

 
Agenda Item No.: H.1 
Date: August 28, 2018 

 

CASE NUMBER: PHG 18-0009 
 
APPLICANT: City of Escondido 
 
LOCATION: Citywide 
 
TYPE OF PROJECT:  Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Review of the CAP update work program – status update 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Receive report and presentation.  No action is required at this 

time except to provide direction to staff as appropriate. 

 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY OF ISSUES:  In 2013, the City of Escondido adopted a CAP as a 

pathway toward creating a more sustainable, healthy, and livable community.  The strategies outlined 

in the CAP not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions but will also provide energy, fuel, water, and 

monetary savings while improving the quality of life in Escondido.  Although the City of Escondido 

was one of the first group of cities to prepare and adopt a CAP in the San Diego region, a lot has 

changed since then – and the City’s CAP needs to be amended.  The City recently initiated an effort 

to update the CAP, with the objective of recommending updated strategies and programs to ensure 

compliance with updated state policies and regulations. 

 

The proposed work plan and schedule proposes a series of meetings with the Planning Commission 

over the next nine (9) months to discuss different aspects and components related to the CAP 

update.  The “review meetings” schedule is reflected in Table 1.  The concept of an expanded review 

process in a public setting increases public input and facilitates additional dialogue.  The study 

session format will provide the Commission with an opportunity to learn more about the project, hear 

from various residents and stakeholders, and to discuss preliminary issues/concerns.  Furthermore, 

study sessions in advance of final action allow the Commission to methodically work through new 

policies and regulations.  Pursuant to the overall work program schedule, the Planning Commission 

will be asked to take action on the CAP update in the spring of 2019.     

 

Table 1: Planning Commission Review Schedule 

 

Meeting 

No. 

Topic Or Discussion Item Covered Milestone or  

Target Date 

1 General overview about the process and public engagement May 8, 2018 

2 Review of Phase 1 outreach materials and workshop format July 10, 2018 

3 Presentation on greenhouse gas emission inventory and 

forecasts 

August 28, 

2018 
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4 Informational meeting on Phase 1 outreach results Early fall 

5 Review of Phase 2 outreach materials and workshop format Mid fall 

6 CEQA study public review and CEQA significance thresholds 

discussion 

Winter 2019 

7 Informational meeting on Phase 2 outreach results Spring 2019 

8 Planning Commission recommendation to City Council Spring 2019 

  

As mentioned in previous meetings with the Planning Commission relative to the CAP update, 

attachments to the Staff Report will be basis of the discussion and will be provided to facilitate each 

meeting.  This third meeting consists of a review of the greenhouse gas emission inventory and 

forecasts. 

 

Local agencies create greenhouse gas emission inventories as an important tool for establishing 

historical emission trends and tracking progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

Environmental and energy efficiency initiatives currently underway in California originate from the 

Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) and the resulting strategic plans set forth in the AB 

32 Scoping Plan.  The Scoping Plan, adopted by the California Air Resources Board in 2008, outlines 

a variety of strategies (both mandated and voluntary) to reduce emissions in the state to 1990 levels 

by 2020.  A mid-term goal for California is expressed in SB32, which requires a statewide reduction 

of 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.  A longer-term goal for California is in Executive Order S-

3-05, which calls for an 80 percent reduction from 1990 levels by 2050. In concert with data collected 

through various AB 32 programs, the greenhouse gas emissions inventory is a critical piece in 

demonstrating the state's progress in achieving the statewide greenhouse gas emissions targets for 

2020, 2030, and 2050.   

 

The City’s existing CAP (dated 2013) describes 2010 municipal operations and community-wide 

greenhouse gas emission inventories, which includes a range of data from different sectors including 

transportation, waste, energy, natural gas, and water use.  In preparation for each new edition of the 

inventory, recalculations are made to correct errors, incorporate new methodologies or, most 

commonly, to reflect changes in statistical data supplied by other agencies.  Emission estimates are 

recalculated for all years to maintain a consistent time-series following best practices for developing 

GHG inventories.  Thus the new inventory may report a different emission level for an earlier year 

than previous inventory editions.  The attached report includes data for the years 2012, 2013, and 

2014. Data results are organized by scope, source, and sector to provide a foundation for city 

planning and actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  At the August 28, 2018 meeting, City 

staff will facilitate a presentation on the greenhouse gas emission inventory and forecasts. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS:  The action before the Planning Commission is statutorily exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies.  This organizational and administrative 

activity relates to the ongoing study of preparing a CAP update.  The Planning Commission will 
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provide direction as appropriate to facilitate the public’s review of the CAP update.  This general 

direction does not have a legally binding effect on any possible future discretionary action. 

 

Public input received and technical information prepared during the proposed process will be utilized 

in preparing a future environmental review document to support the CAP update work program.  As 

of this writing, it is anticipated that the CAP update would culminate into something intended to 

streamline future environmental review of development projects in Escondido by following the CEQA 

Guidelines for a Qualified GHG Reduction Strategy.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  In addition to providing public comment directly to Planning Commission 

and City staff, the City has developed a periodic review page that can be accessed online at link 

below to help the public access key documents.  Informational reports and data generated during 

the review will be available for the public to view online. 

  

https://www.escondido.org/climate-action-plan-documents.aspx   

 

As the planning process moves forward, all correspondences received will become part of public 

record and will be incrementally attached to all Planning Commission staff reports.  Attached to this 

report are all written correspondences received from July 4, 2018 to August 15, 2018.  Refer to 

previous Planning Commission reports for previous correspondences. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Mike Strong 

Assistant Planning Director 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. City of Escondido Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory and Forecast Report 

2. Public Correspondences from July 4, 2018 to August 20, 2018 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
CITY OF ESCONDIDO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION INVENTORY AND 
FORECAST REPORT 
 

Due to the number of pages of the attachment, a link has been provided to review the document 

electronically.  

 

https://www.escondido.org/Data/Sites/1/media/PDFs/Planning/ClimateActionPlan/CAPUpd

ate/DraftrvsdEscondidoGHGInventoryProjection_07252018.pdf 

 

A hardcopy of the attachment is available for review in the Planning Division during normal 

business hours. To obtain a copy, please call (760) 839-4556. 

  

https://www.escondido.org/Data/Sites/1/media/PDFs/Planning/ClimateActionPlan/CAPUpdate/DraftrvsdEscondidoGHGInventoryProjection_07252018.pdf
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 
PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCES FROM JULY 4 to AUGUST 20, 2018  
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